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G
rading rubric for your research paper:

Topic D
iscussion/A

nalysis:

Insufficient
D

eveloping
 Integrating

Proficient
The paper lacks a m

ain topic
and does not define a coherent
question, thesis, or problem

.

The paper topic is not fully
focused, and a question, thesis,
or problem

 is not clearly
presented.

The paper topic and question,
thesis or problem

 is presented
and described, but they have
not been considered reflectively.

A
n appropriate, focused paper

topic has been selected, and a
question, thesis, or problem

 is
considered reflectively.

P
resents inform

ation from
irrelevant sources representing
lim

ited points of
view

/approaches.

P
resents inform

ation from
relevant sources representing
lim

ited points of
view

/approaches.

P
resents in-depth inform

ation
from

 relevant sources
representing various points of
view

/approaches.

S
ynthesizes in-depth inform

ation
from

 relevant sources
representing various points of
view

/approaches.

Lists evidence, but is not
organized and/or is unrelated to
research topic and question.

O
rganizes evidence, but the

organization is not effective in
revealing im

portant patterns,
differences or sim

ilarities.

O
rganizes and analyzes

evidence to reveal som
e

im
portant patterns, differences

or sim
ilarities related to research

topic and question.

A
nalyzes evidence to reveal

insightful patterns, differences or
sim

ilarities related to research
topic and question.

S
tates a conclusion w

hich is
am

biguous, illogical or
unsupportable given the
analysis.

S
tates a general conclusion

that, because it is so general,
also applies beyond the scope
of the analysis.

S
tates a conclusion focused

solely on the analysis.
S

tates a conclusion that is a
logical extrapolation, w

hich
arises from

 and responds to the
analysis.

S
ources/R

eferences:

Insufficient
D

eveloping
 Integrating

Proficient 
M

ost or all sources are not rel-
M

any sources are not relevant
S

om
e sources are not relevant

M
ost or all sources address and



evant to the research topic.
to the research topic.

to the research topic.
are relevant to the research top-
ic.

M
ost sources are not appropri-

ate for the assignm
ent, and con-

tain inaccurate, biased, or out-
dated inform

ation from
 inexpert

authors.

M
any sources are not appropri-

ate for the assignm
ent, and con-

tain inaccurate, biased, or out-
dated inform

ation from
 inexpert

authors.

S
om

e sources are not appropri-
ate for the assignm

ent, and con-
tain inaccurate, biased, or out-
dated inform

ation from
 inexpert

authors.

M
ost or all sources are appropri-

ate for the assignm
ent. They are

credible sources, and are accur-
ate, authoritative, objective, and
current.

D
oes not use in-text or

bibliographic citations in an
assignm

ent that incorporates
the ideas or w

ork of others.

In-text and bibliographic
citations contain m

any errors of
om

ission and are form
atted

inconsistently.

In-text and bibliographic
citations contain occasional
errors or om

issions and are
form

atted som
ew

hat
consistently.

C
orrectly cites paraphrased

m
aterial, and uses correct,

consistent in-text and
bibliographic citations using a
style m

anual for guidance.
P

lagiarizes the w
ork of others.

D
oes not quote, paraphrase or

cite sources correctly and
appropriately.

C
ites m

ost sources correctly
w

hen quoting and paraphrasing,
but em

ploys excessive use of
quoted m

aterial at the expense
of the student’s ow

n w
riting.  

M
any (though not all) sources

are quoted, paraphrased and
cited correctly and appropriately.

A
pplies principles of academ

ic
integrity in the use of inform

ation
– all sources are quoted,
paraphrased and cited correctly
and appropriately.

W
riting M

echanics:

Insufficient
D

eveloping
 Integrating

Proficient
The research paper is less than
5 pages in length.

-
-

The research paper is at least 5
pages in length (not including
R

eferences or illustrations).

The research paper is not typed,
double-spaced, using Tim

es
N

ew
 R

om
an 12 point font.

-
-

The research paper is typed,
double-spaced, using Tim

es
N

ew
 R

om
an 12 point font.

M
ost sentences are gram

m
atic-

ally incorrect.
M

any sentences are gram
m

atic-
ally incorrect.

S
om

e sentences are gram
m

atic-
ally incorrect.

A
ll or alm

ost all sentences are
gram

m
atically correct.

M
ost sentences have m

echanic-
al errors (punctuation, spelling,
capitalization).

M
any sentences have m

echan-
ical errors (punctuation, spelling,
capitalization).

S
om

e sentences have m
echan-

ical errors (punctuation, spelling,
capitalization).

A
ll or alm

ost all sentences are
m

echanically correct (punctu-
ation, spelling, capitalization).


